
New OTM-DEx Client Setup for AWS 
Before creating a new EC2 instance for your OTM-DEX application, create a security group that 
will allow access to your instance’s remote desktop. 
 
Start by navigating to the Security Groups tab of the AWS EC2 Console and click the Create 
Security Group button. 

 
 
Enter ‘OTM-DEx Security Group’ as the name of the new group and provide a brief description. 

 
 
In the Inbound Rules section, add two rules for SSH and RDP access.  We have allowed traffic 
from all sources by specifying 0.0.0.0/0 for the source in both rules, but you can limit access to 
specific source IP addresses if desired. 

 
 
Finish by clicking the Create Security Group button at the bottom of the page. 
 
  



Next, navigate the Instances tab of the AWS EC2 Console and click the Launch Instances button. 

 
 
Enter the name of the instance (we used ‘OTM-DEx’, but this can be anything) 

 
 
In the Application and OS Images section, select My AMIs.  If you do not see the ‘OTM-DEx 
Client’ AMI listed, click on the ‘Shared with me’ button.  If you still do not see the AMI listed, 
please contact Stu Waldron (stu@opentravel.org). You will need to send him your AWS account 
ID. Soon there will be a signup form on opentravel.org.  

 
If you don’t see the DEx client, make sure you checked the “shared with me” button.  



In the Instance Type section, select an instance type for your new EC2 server.  Minimum system 
requirements are 2vCPU / 2GiB Memory.  This corresponds to the t2.small, t3.small, or 
t3a.small types.  You can also choose a larger instance type if desired, but this should not be 
necessary. 
 

 
 
In the Key Pair (login) section, either select an existing key pair or create a new one (this is how 
you can access your EC2 instance via an SSH command-line interface). 

 
 
In the Network Settings section, click the ‘Select existing security group’ setting and select the 
‘OTM-DEx Security Group’ you created earlier. 

 
 



When finished, click the Launch Instance button on the right-hand side of the screen and wait 
until the Status Check field for your instance has a green check mark before proceeding. 
 
Set the remote desktop password for Ubuntu: 

First connect to the instance via the command-line in the AWS console by clicking the 
Actions -> Connect menu from your instance’s console page: 

 
 
Then simply click the connect button to open a new command-line window in your 
browser: 

 
 



Once the connection is established, you will see a command-line window.  Type the 
following command and enter the password for the ‘ubuntu’ user when prompted: 
> sudo passwd ubuntu 

 
 
When this is done, close the browser tab for the command-line window. 
 
If you have not already done so, install Microsoft Remote Desktop on your computer that you 
will be using to access your new OTM-DEx EC2 instance. 
 
Launch the Microsoft Remote Desktop application and click the Add PC button in the middle of 
the screen. 



 
 
Back on the Instance details page of the AWS console, copy the public IP address of the new 
EC2 instance you just created. 

 
 
In the ‘Add PC’ dialog, enter the IP address of your instance as the PC Name.  From the user 
account drop-down, select the ‘Add User Account…’ option. 

 



 
In the Add a User Account dialog that appears, enter ‘ubuntu’ for the user name and the 
password you created in the previous step from the AWS command-line console.  Then click the 
Add button. 

 
 
 
Click the ‘Add’ button of the ‘Add PC’ dialog when you are done.  A rectangle with the IP 
address you entered should appear in the Remote Desktop application window. 

 
 
Double click the rectangle icon to open the remote desktop connection to your EC2 instance.  If 
prompted to allow the connection click ‘Yes’ or ‘Connect’. 

 



A new window will open to display the interactive GUI for your OTM-DEx instance. 

 
 
Double-click the ‘OTM-DEx Launcher’ icon to start the OTM Utilities launcher. 

 
 



Finally, click the ‘OTM-DEX Object Editor’ button to launch the OTM-DEx application. 

 
 
The OTM-DEx application is preconfigured with read-only access to the OTM repository.  If 
write access is required, please contact Stu Waldron (stu@opentravel.org) for assistance. 

 


